
 

 
 
 

Design Review Board 
Staff Report 

 
TO: DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

FROM: NATHAN WILLIAMS, AICP, PLANNER II 
(480) 503-6805, NATHAN.WILLIAMS@GILBERTAZ.GOV 

THROUGH: CATHERINE LORBEER, AICP, PRINCIPAL PLANNER                       
(480) 503-6016, CATHERINE.LORBEER@GILBERTAZ.GOV 
  

MEETING DATE: SEPTEMBER 11, 2014 

SUBJECT: DR14-19, LIGHT OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

STRATEGIC INITIATIVE:   Community Livability 

The proposal will allow for a Place of Worship development in the Neighborhood Commercial 
(NC) and Single Family – 7 (SF-7) zoning district.   

REQUEST 
DR14-19: Light of Christ Lutheran Church: site plan, landscape plan, grading and drainage, 
elevations, lighting, colors and materials for approximately 6.5 acres located at the northeast 
corner of Greenfield Road and Chandler Heights Road, zoned Neighborhood Commercial (NC) 
and Single Family 7 (SF-7) zoning district. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
Move to approve the Findings of Fact and approve DR14-19: Light of Christ Lutheran Church: 
site plan, landscape plan, grading and drainage, elevations, lighting, signage, colors and materials 
for approximately 6.5 acres located at the northeast corner of Greenfield Road and Chandler 
Heights Road, zoned Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and Single Family 7 (SF-7) zoning 
district, subject to conditions. 
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APPLICANT/OWNER 

Company: XCL Engineering LLC   Company: Light of Christ Church 
Name: Omar Cervantes Name: Don Tolle 
Address: 3115 S. Price Rd. #1221  Address: 397 S. Gilbert Rd. #160 
 Chandler, AZ    
Phone: 602-790-2267 Phone: N/A 
Email: ocervantes@xclengineering.com Email: dontolle@cox.net 
 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION  

History:  
Date   Action 
April 18, 2006 Town Council adopted Ordinance No. 1320 (A00-08), annexing in part, 

the 6.5 acre subject site into the Town of Gilbert.  
 
Overview:  
The subject site consists of 6.5 acres located at the northeast corner of Greenfield Road and 
Chandler Heights Road.  The subject site is currently undeveloped with the northern half zoned 
SF-7 and the southern half zoned NC.  A Place of Worship is permitted in both zoning districts. 
The proposed project would be developed with new construction for approximately a 15,829 sq. 
ft. “Place of Worship” with the potential for future expansion of the facility.  Currently proposed 
will be one building, one story in height located on the central portion of the subject site.       
 
Surrounding Land Use & Zoning Designations:    
 Existing Land Use Category Existing Zoning 
North Residential > 2-3.5 DU/Acre Single Family – 7 (SF-7) 
South Public Facility / Institutional (PF/I) Public Facility / Institutional (PF/I) 
East  Public Facility / Institutional (PF/I) Public Facility / Institutional (PF/I)/ 

U/TC 
West Residential > 0-1 DU/Acre Single Family – 43 (SF-43) and 

Maricopa County Rural 43 
Site Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and 

Residential > 2-3.5 DU/Acre 
Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and 
Single Family – 7 (SF-7) 

 
Project Data Table:  
Gross Site Acreage 6.5 acres 
Existing Zoning Neighborhood Commercial 

(NC) and Single Family – 7 
(SF-7) 

Size of Use or User Under 25,000 sq. ft. 
Building Setback - Front Required/ Provided 20’/ 90’ 
Building Setback – Side Residential Required/ Provided 20’/ 100’+ 
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Building Setback – Rear to Non-Residential Required/ 
Provided 

20’/ 41’ 

Building Height Required/ Proposed  30’/ 30’ (1-story) 
Landscape Area (% of net lot area) Required/ Proposed 15%/ 79% (205,800 sq. ft.)  
Parking Requirements: 
Church/ Assembly Area (1/ 100 sq. ft.) – 6,134 sq. ft. 
Other Indoor Area (1/ 200 sq. ft.) – 9,695 sq. ft. 

 
61 spaces required 
48 spaces required 
109 spaces required (total) 
112 spaces provided (total) 

 

DISCUSSION  
 
Site  
The Light of Christ Lutheran Church facility will consist of one (1) building 15,829 sq. ft. in 
area, on the center portion of the site, which will include assembly and non-assembly areas.  The 
main entry to the church will be along the southern building elevation with a significant entry 
courtyard including 2,000 sq. ft. of shade structures and drop-off area. The church is planning to 
develop the site at this time in one phase with room for future expansion.  A total user sq. ft. of 
less than 25,000 sq. ft. is anticipated for the site.   
 
Ingress/ egress to the 6.5 acre site will be from two access points, both on Greenfield Road.  The 
access points proposed are on the northwestern and southwestern portions of the property.  
Traffic will circulate vehicles north-south across the site.  The subject site is a uniquely, pie 
shaped parcel with retention and landscaping located on the north and south portions.   The 
RWCD canal is located directly adjacent (east) to the subject site.  The applicant will be 
providing a 10’ wide stabilized decomposed granite trail along the RWCD canal and the eastern 
property boundary.   
 
Parking will be located on the front (west) and central portion of the site in close proximity to 
the front entry of the building.  There will be a significant amount of outdoor open space 
predominately located on the north and south portions of the site.       

 

  
Landscape  
The landscape plan provides adequate amounts of perimeter landscaping on all four sides of the 
overall site as well as foundation landscaping around the south and west sides of the building and 
along Greenfield Road.  Landscape islands are provided at a minimum of one for every 8 spaces.  
Landscaped open space turf areas are shown along the rear (north) and east (side) of the church 
building.  The site will provide a total amount of 79% landscape area provided where 15% is 
required.  Landscaping is reasonable in these areas to screen the church facilities from direct 
views from the property boundaries and provide shade as well as interest to the site.  An outdoor 
courtyard area is provided on the southern building elevation as well as the north side of the 
building adjacent to the playground area.  Retention areas are provided on the northern and 
southern portions of the subject site.   
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Landscaping materials such as trees include Chinese Pistachio, Sissoo, Desert Museum Palo 
Verde, and Heritage Evergreen Oak.  The proposed landscape plan complies with the 
requirements of the Town.   
 
Elevations  
The building elevations contain a well-matched use of materials and colors with a combination 
of stucco, CMU block as the base building material with metal accent materials.  Colors for the 
building elevations will include Dunn Edwards “Almond Latte”, “Graham Cracker” and 
“Weather Brown” with integrally colored CMU block colored “Autumn” and “Burnt Umber” 
and metal soffit.  Additionally the proposed shade canopies will be “Terracotta”.  The proposed 
church building will be 1-story in height and 30’ high and is well designed with excellent use of 
massing, different roof lines and various heights with a good use of colors and materials to break 
up the building architecture and articulate the building effectively.     
 
Grading and Drainage  
The site will employ existing on-site retention basins on the northern and southern portions of 
the site in the turf area as well on the side and rear of the site.  The proposed grading and 
drainage plan for the site meets the development requirements for the Town of Gilbert’s 
Engineering Department. 
 
Signage 
Signage for the site includes two proposed monument signs that will be located on the front 
portion of the site at the two access points.  Monument signage will comply with the 
requirements of the LDC and include a maximum sign area of 32 sq. ft. The proposed signage 
will be a Corten metal panel with cutout letters with illuminated lettering, mounted on a CMU 
block base painted to match the proposed building and will be 8’ in height.     
 
Lighting 
The photometric plans proposed appear to comply with the LDC requirements of a maximum of 
0.3 foot-candles at the property line, not including street lighting and include both pole-mounted 
lighting and wall lighting.  All site lighting will be required to comply with Town codes.   
 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION AND INPUT 

An official notice was posted in all the required public places within the Town and neighborhood 
notice was provided per the requirements of the Land Development Code Article 5.205.  Staff 
has received no comments from the neighboring property owners at the time this report was 
written.     

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Approval of the findings of fact and approval of DR14-19: Light of Christ Lutheran Church: site 
plan, landscape plan, grading and drainage, elevations, lighting, signage, colors and materials for 
approximately 6.5 acres located at the northeast corner of Greenfield Road and Chandler Heights 
Road, zoned Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and Single Family 7 (SF-7) zoning district, 
subject to conditions: 
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1. Construction of the project shall conform to the exhibits approved by the Design 

Review Board at the September 11, 2014 public hearing. 
2. The construction site plan documents shall incorporate the Standard Commercial 

and Industrial Site Plan Notes adopted by the Design Review Board on March 11, 
2004. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Nathan Williams 
Planner II 
 

Attachments: 
1. Notice of Public Hearing Map 
2. Aerial  
3. Site Plan  
4. Site Details 
5. Landscape Plan 
6. Elevations (2 pages) 
7. Floorplans   
8. Preliminary Grading and Drainage Plan (3 pages) 
9. Color Board 
10. Lighting Plans (3 pages) 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

DR14-19 – Light of Christ Lutheran Church,  
Located at the northeast corner of Greenfield Road and Chandler Heights Road 

 
 

1. The project is consistent with the Commercial Design Guidelines; 
 

2. The project conforms to the General Plan, and specifically to the Land Use, Community 
Design, and Environmental Planning Elements; 

 
3. The project is consistent with all applicable provisions of the Zoning Code; 

 
4. The project is compatible with adjacent and nearby residential  development; and 

 
5. The project design provides for safe and efficient provision of public services. 
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REQUESTED ACTION:

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD DATE:

LOCATION: Gilbert Municipal Center, Room 300
50 E. Civic Center Drive

APPLICANT: XCL Engineering LLC
CONTACT: Omar Cervantes
ADDRESS: 3115 S. Price Rd Ste 121
Chandler, AZ

* The application is available for public review at the Town of Gilbert Development Services division Monday - Thursday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.  Staff reports are
available the Monday prior to the meeting at http://www.gilbertaz.gov/departments/development-services/planning-development/design-review-board

SITE LOCATION:

GILBERT
COUNTY ISLAND ±0 440 880220 Feet

* Call Planning Department to verify date and time: (480) 503-6700

Notice of Public Hearing
Thursday, September 11, 2014* TIME: 5:30 PM

TELEPHONE: (602) 790-2267
E-MAIL: ocervantes@xclengineering.com

DR14-19: Light of Christ Lutheran Church: Approval of site plan, landscape plan, grading and drainage, elevations, 
lighting, colors and materials for Light of Christ Lutheran Church, located on approximately 6.5 acres at the 
northeast corner of Greenfield Road and Chandler Heights Road, zoned Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and 
Single Family 7 (SF-7) zoning district.

DR14-19
Attachment 1:  Notice of Public Hearing Map
September 11, 2014



DR14-19
Attachment 2:  Aerial
September 11, 2014
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A1.0

Standard Commercial and Industrial Site Plan Notes March 11, 2004

1. All utility lines less than 69 KV on or contiguous to the site shall be installed or
relocated under ground.

2. All trash enclosures shall include fully opaque screening gates, finished and painted to
match the enclosure. Screening gates shall not open into vehicular drive aisles. Trash
enclosures are not required in industrial districts if located inside an enclosed yard
which is screened by a perimeter wall at least 6 feet in height.

3. All outdoor storage areas for storage of materials and equipment shall be fully screened
from view by a 6’ solid masonry wall. Industrial storage screen walls shall be finished
where they are exposed to public view from streets or adjacent non-industrial uses.

4. S.E.S. panels and any other above ground utility cabinet shall be fully screened from
view from streets or from areas accessible to customers and the general public.
Screening may be accomplished by any one of the following methods:

a. Fully recessing the cabinet into the building and enclosing it by a solid door or doors
separate from the cabinet;
b.Screening with a decorative masonry wall of the same height as the panel. The screen
wall may be L-shaped, U-shaped or a straight wall parallel to the cabinet, depending
on the location of the cabinet;
c. An alternative screening method approved by the Planning Department prior to
issuance of any permits.

5. The location of all electrical utility equipment shall be identified on the construction
plans.

6. Roof-mounted mechanical equipment shall be fully screened by either one of the
following methods:

a. The parapet wall of the building shall equal or exceed the height of the mechanical
units, or;
b.By locating the mechanical equipment behind the roof planes in the case of mansard,
hip or other than flat roof.

7. Roof mounted mechanical equipment enclosures or equipment screen walls shall not
project above the roof parapet. To the extent permitted by law, satellite dishes shall be
fully screened by a parapet wall.

8. Ground mounted mechanical equipment shall be fully screened from view (from streets
or surrounding commercial uses) by a combination of decorative walls and an
evergreen vegetative hedge equal to or exceeding the height of the equipment.

SITE PLAN KEYED NOTES:
1. LANDSCAPED RETENTION AREA
2. 6" CONCRETE CURB
3. CONCRETE SIDEWALK, LIGHT BROOM FINISH
4. 6' HIGH CMU TRASH ENCLOSURE PER T.O.G.
    STANDARD DETAIL #80.
5. ADA PEDESTRIAN  RAMP
6. CONCRETE PAVERS
7. ADA PARKING SPACE
8. FABRIC CANOPY
9. ASPHALT PARKING LOT
10. PARKING LOT SITE LIGHT (14'H WITHIN 100' OF
RESIDENTIAL ZONING AS INDICATED)
11. BIKE RACK (11 BIKES)
12. 6' HIGH MASONRY SCREEN WALL ON
ADJACENT PROPERTY (CONTINUOUS)
13. LANDSCAPE PARKING ISLAND MIN. 6' WIDE
14. 3' HIGH CMU SCREEN
WALL TO MATCH BUILDING.
15. STABILIZED DG PATH / TRAIL MATCH ADJACENT
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS.
16. CONCRETE APRON.
17. EXISTING DRYWELL SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS
18. EXISTING FIRE HYDRANT
19. EXISTING 12" WATER LINE
20. EXISTING 16" WATER LINE
21. EXISTING CABLE TV
22. EXISTING STREET LIGHT
23. FUTURE PARKING LOT
24. MONUMENT SIGN, SEE DETAIL SHEET A1.1
25. EMERGENCY VEHICLE TURNING RADII 35' & 55'
26. BERM / LANDSCAPE PARKING SCREEN
27. FIRE DEPARTMENT CONNECTION

9. Pneumatic tubes, whether metal or plastic, shall be either:  2

a. Enclosed in pilasters, columns or other architectural features of the canopy or
building, or;
b. Routed under ground.

10. All backflow prevention devices 2” or larger shall be screened with landscape located
within a 6’ radius of the device. All backflow preventers less than 2” shall be placed in
a wire cage painted to match the primary building color.

11. All freestanding light poles shall:

a. Be located within landscaped areas or planter islands.
b. Have concrete bases painted to match the primary building color or finished to
match parking screen walls. Concrete bases for light poles shall not exceed a height
of 30” from adjacent grade.
c. Be located to avoid conflict with trees.

12. Site lighting shall comply with the light and glare criteria set forth in Section 11.22.A
of the ULDC, including a maximum freestanding light fixture height of 25’. The
maximum height of a building mounted light fixture is 14’. The maximum height of a
freestanding light fixture located within 100’ of a residential zoning district or property
designated for residential development in the General Plan is 14’.

 13. Landscaped areas adjacent to public right-of-way shall be mounded and naturally
contoured. No more than 50% of the required (right-of-way and landscaping tracts)
landscaping fronting adjacent streets may be used for retention. Retention area side
slopes shall be varied, and no slope shall exceed a 4:1 maximum.

14. Commercial building downspouts shall be internalized. Industrial buildings may use
exposed downspouts if articulated with the architecture of the building and built with a
durable material such as steel.

15. Commercial development vehicular access points and pedestrian access ways shall
include special paving treatment such as integral colored stamped concrete, Boamanite,
or similar alternative. Location and material shall be reviewed and approved by the
Planning Department prior to the issuance of a building permit.
16. Customer, employee and visitor parking shall be screened from street view by low
masonry walls. The parking screen walls shall be finished on both sides using the same
materials and colors, and a design to complement that of the main building.

17. All exterior metal shall be finished or painted to match the approved project colors.

18. Existing on-site plant material damaged during construction shall be replaced with
comparable species and size.

PROJECT DATA

PROJECT NAME: LIGHT OF CHRIST CHURCH

PROJECT ADDRESS: N.E.C. SOUTH GREENFIELD  & CHANDLER HEIGHTS RD

PROPOSED USE: CHURCH

PROJECT OWNER: FIRST UNITED FUNDING LLC
6289 SOUTH GREENFIELD RD, GILBERT AZ.

ARCHITECT: GILLIAM ARCHITECTURE
CONTACT: RANDY GILLIAM
480.236.1228
rgilliam@gilliamarchitecture.com

SITE DATA

APN: 304-77-007G

LEGAL: Section/Lot 22 Township/Block 2S Range/Tract 6E
THAT PT SW4 SEC 22 LY W OF RWCD CANAL & DAF COM

SITE GROSS AREA: 6.5 AC

SITE NET AREA: 5.96 AC

BUILDING: ASSEMBLY: 6,134 SF
OTHER 9,695 SF

PARKING: ASSEMBLY: 6,134/ 100 = 61 SPACES
OTHER 9,695/ 200 = 48 SPACES
TOTAL REQ'D: 109 SPACES
SPACES PROVIDED: 112 SPACES
5 ADA PARKING SPACES

FUTURE PARKING: CHURCH USE / ASSEMBLY 2,100 / 100 =21
CHURCH USE / CLASSROOMS 7,000 / 200 = 35
REQUIRED (ESTIMATED BASE ON TYP. CHURCH USE =  56
FUTURE PROVIDED 60+_

BIKE PARKING: REQ'D 1/10 PARKING SPACES
PROVIDED: 11 SPACES

LANDSCAPE PROVIDED:  REFER TO LANDSCAPE PLAN
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Sheet Number

DRB SUBMITTALL:  5/10/14

GA14003.0

DRB RESUBMITTALL:  7/14/14

SITE PLAN KEYED CONTINUED
28. LANDSCAPED RETENTION AREA
29. NEW FIRE HYDRANT, SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS
30. PASSENGER LOADING AREAS 12'X20', TYP. OF 4
31. LINE INDICATING 12' CLEAR PATH TO SES PANEL
32. SES ELECTRICAL PANEL
33. FIRE RISER ROOM
34. LINE INDICATING 30" PARKING OVERHANG, TYP.
35. WROUGHT IRON PLAYGROUND / FENCE
36. TURF AREA, SEE LANDSCAPE PLAN
37. CONCRETE WHEEL STOPS, TYP. OF 7
38. LIGHT BOLLARD

SITE

DR14-19
Attachment 3:  Site Plan
September 11, 2014
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FLOOR PLAN
SCALE: 1/8"=1'-0"

FLOOR PLAN GENERAL NOTES
1. ALL BUILDING DRAINS ARE INTERNALIZED NO EXTERNAL 

DOWNSPOUTS.

2. ALL MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT IS FULLY SCREENED BEHIND 
PARAPET WALLS.

FLOOR PLAN

A2.0
DR14-19
Attachment 7:  Floorplans
September 11, 2014
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EXTERIOR LUMINAIRE  SCHEDULE
PRODUCT     

IMAGE
MANUFACTURER/   

CATALOG NUMBER
QUANTITY/    

TYPE
VOLTAGE/ 
WATTAGE MOUNTING DESCRIPTION AND REMARKS

SPAULDING LIGHTING 
CR1 A E25 H5P F Q DB (1) PMH MULTI-TAP     

250 POLE

SINGLE HEAD 25 FOOT OVERALL HEIGHT FULL CUT OFF AREA LIGHT ON SQUARE POLE 
WITH TYPE V DISTRIBUTION

SPAULDING LIGHTING 
CR1 A E25 H4P F Q DB (1) PMH MULTI-TAP     

250 POLE

SINGLE HEAD 25 FOOT OVERALL HEIGHT FULL CUT OFF AREA LIGHT ON SQUARE POLE 
WITH TYPE IV DISTRIBUTION

NOT USE SPAULDING LIGHTING 
CR1 A E25 H3P F Q DB (1) PMH MULTI-TAP     

250 POLE

SINGLE HEAD 25 FOOT OVERALL HEIGHT FULL CUT OFF AREA LIGHT ON SQUARE POLE 
WITH TYPE III DISTRIBUTION

SPAULDING LIGHTING 
CR1 A E15 H4 F Q DB (1) PMH MULTI-TAP     

150 POLE

SINGLE HEAD 14 FOOT OVERALL HEIGHT FULL CUT OFF AREA LIGHT ON SQUARE POLE 
WITH TYPE IV DISTRIBUTION

SPAULDING LIGHTING 
CR1 A E15 H3 F Q DB (1) PMH MULTI-TAP     

150 POLE

SINGLE HEAD 14 FOOT OVERALL HEIGHT FULL CUT OFF AREA LIGHT ON SQUARE POLE 
WITH TYPE III DISTRIBUTION

SPAULDING LIGHTING 
CR1 A E15 H3 F Q DB (1) PMH MULTI-TAP     

150 POLE

SINGLE HEAD 14 FOOT OVERALL HEIGHT FULL CUT OFF AREA LIGHT ON SQUARE POLE 
WITH TYPE III DISTRIBUTION

SPAULDING LIGHTING 
FN1 P70 DO Q DB 36 (1) PMH MULTI-TAP     

70 AT GRADE

36" SQUARE STEEL BOLLARD

ECLIPSE LIGHTING FR M 
TTT 1 32 3K QV BZ (1) TTT CFL MULTI-TAP      

32
WALL

DECORATIVE WALL PACK WITH FLAT LENS AND FULL CUT OFF OPTICS


